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Salutations PGRS Members! 
 
Well, you know the old saying; “April Showers bring May Flowers”, [or more likely], just a new 
batch of pesky, d--ned, weeds growing up through your ties and half of your ballast has 
migrated downhill in to your neighbor’s yard over the winter months.    [Sigh]  
 
Oh well. What the Heck! That’s all part of the joy of Garden Railroading [right?]. We’re all so 
glad to finally be getting outdoors in short sleeves that plucking some weeds, replacing some 
ballast, and shining some rails up on the main line sounds like a pretty good time to a lot of us. 
Springtime…Bring it on. 
 

 
 

Fran Monahan reports that the above pictured snow is gone at his place and he’s ready to run 
trains and there will be a Board Member meeting of the PGRS at Fran’s home in Etowah NC, on 
April the 1st. Fran and Marge have graciously agreed to host us at their home and the board will 



discuss the pending schedule for track days and also the mid-year/summer, open house and 
swap meet, the location and time of which will be posted in the coming month’s newsletter. 
 
I would like to add a reminder if you are at ‘loose ends’ and bored any Saturday and looking for 
some enjoyable model railroad diversion and comradery that the garden trains will be running at 
Rocky Cove Railroad at the NC Arboretum from 12-4, every Saturday, and they are still looking 
for volunteers interested in helping to run the trains. email Bill Hunteman if you care to help out 
whunteman@gmail.com or just stop by and chat. 
 
You can also make a road trip out of it any Saturday and stop by Hendersonville and visit the 
Apple Valley RR, and enjoy both HO and Large Scale trains at the historic old Depot. Then you 
can go visit the NC Arboretum. Again, the hours for Apple Valley are 10-2 Saturday, the Rocky 
Cove RR at the NC Arboretum are from 12-4. If you venture up to Johnson City the Mountain 
Empire Model Railroad exhibit is open 10-3 on Saturdays. http://www.memrr.org/index.html 
 

 

 

oo-OOO-oo 

 
 
 
***Bachmann Big Hauler model train repair/modificaton note;  
 
I recently saw on the Bachmann Parts website under “specials” that they currently have Big 
Hauler 4-6-0 Anniversary Chassis marked down from 125 to 55 dollars. I thought if anyone has 
an early version of the Big Hauler that isn’t running well [or running at all], and/or have kicked 
around upgrading it then this might be something to research. This could be an easy upgrade to 
a better version Big Hauler. You could make your old Big Hauler run better or upgrade your old 
big hauler to an Annie Chassis with the fancier Walschaerts valve gears. 
 
http://estore.bachmanntrains.com/index.php?main_page=special  

 

oo-OOO-oo 

 
Save Saluda Station. 
 
I heard about this recently on public radio. Here’s a link if you care to research it further: 
 
http://www.historicsaluda.org/?page_id=3356 
 

oo-OOO-oo 
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**Trivia Question** 
 

What 165 year old transcontinental railroad connects the Atlantic and 
Pacific Oceans and is only 48 miles long? 
 
*answer at end of the newsletter* 
 
Upcoming Train Shows; 
 
NC Railroad Expo 
Saturday April 11, 2015, from 9am to 4pm 
Hickory NC Metro & Convention Center, Hickory NC 
Adult Ticket- 5 dollars, under 12- FREE 
250 tables, ALL Scales represented. 
http://www.tarheelpress.com/Trainshow/ 
 
5 model layouts and all proceeds from this show will go towards the restoration of the largest 
collection of narrow gauge equipment in the entire southeastern United States. 
 

 
 
 
Member Photos: 
 
Fran Monahan holding down the fort at the Asheville Train Show last month.  
 

 

http://www.tarheelpress.com/Trainshow/


 
 

oo-OOO-oo 

 
 

 
 

Some folks just couldn’t wait until spring as you can see from this photo Joe Ellington Jr. 
submitted on Feb. 28. 
 

oo-OOO-oo 

 
 

 
 

Has anyone built any whimsical garden scale locos? If so, send photos. 
 



oo-OOO-oo 

 
 
Terry Ketcham sent an update regarding the sawmill construction on the Pisgah Valley Central 

RR at the AVRR club in Hendersonville.  Apparently a tragic accident has ‘cut short’ further 

progress for a while and our thoughts go out to Sam. Terry Says;  

“Unfortunately all further construction came to a screeching halt today when Proprietor Sam (Stumpy) 

Leggs experienced an unexpected encounter with the mill’s 42" circular saw blade. 

Sam is resting comfortably in the local hospital and expects to return to work "shortly" but will only be 

cutting little logs.” 

 

 

Sam is looking for local charities who might be interested in donations of un-needed pants and 

footwear so let Terry know and he’ll pass the word along. 

oo-OOO-oo 

 



My goal was to complete this kitbash that I shared last month by the time this newsletter was 

due to post. I still have to wire the interior lights up to the 9v battery holder under the frame, I 

need to affix the ladders at the end platforms and I have not decided what type of walkways to 

build on the roof as of yet. I have also not decided on any lettering. Anyway, just posted my 

progress for something to look at. 

 

1:1 train news: A new addition to Norfolk Southern's "heritage fleet". Southern Railway SD40 

#3170 was built in April of 1971 and served for Southern and Norfolk Southern until being 

retired in 2008. It was recently saved from the back lot and rebuilt into operating condition at 

NS's Juniata Shop in Altoona, Pennsylvania, and repainted into its original Southern colors at 

NS's paint shop at Debutts Yard in Chattanooga, Tennessee. 3170 will go back into revenue 

service, primarily assigned to yard and local service along the Piedmont Division. Watch for it. 

  

oo-OOO-oo 



 
 
George Vanderbilt’s Private Coach; “Swannanoa” 
 

 
 

Passengers gather on the back of the Swannanoa, George Vanderbilt’s private railway car, which carried 

guests from D.C. and New York to Asheville and back. (Photo: Biltmore/Special to the Citizen-Times)  

 

The days of living eh? The private jets of their era. 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
Train Lover Luncheons:  
 
As mentioned at the annual meeting and in previous newsletters, informal lunch get togethers 
have been formed to get groups of train enthusiasts in local regions together once a month for 
lunch and light conversation regarding all things ‘Train’. These are not a club function but an 
informal get together to talk about all scales of trains, even 1:1. No fee, just show up and feel 
free to bring friends who are also interested in trains. 
 
There are currently three monthly meetings taking place; Asheville and Columbus N.C. along 
with Simpsonville S.C. They meet at a centrally located restaurant on a set date and time each 
month. Everyone pays for his own meal and the conversation is open and easy with no agenda 
other than the common interests of the group. TRAINS! To date the attendance has ranged 
from two to about sixteen and by all reports has been enjoyable networking and conversation.  
 
 
 



The current luncheons are:  
 
Columbus Area: Meets every Third Thursday of every month at Larkins Carolina Grill, 155 West 
Mills Street in Columbus, NC 28722. @ 1:00 PM. Contact Gary Poague 828-712-3429 
gpoague@windstream.net  

Greater Greenville Area: Meeting the first Tuesday of every month - at 12 noon.  It is however 
being moved to Mutts in Greer as it is more centrally located for the greater Greenville area. 
Contact Ken Majchrzak at: kemajchrzak@gmail.com or call Ken at: 864-385-4951 
 
Asheville Area: Meets the 4th Thursday each month. We meet at 11:30 AM at Gondolier Italian 
Restaurant and Pizza located at 1360 Tunnel Road, Asheville 28805. Contact Tim Wagner 
timwagner2012@gmail.com 
 
The location is on the east end near the VA hospital, so it is recommended that you access 
Tunnel Road from I-40, exit 55. Take a left at the first light after you exit and a left at the next 
light. The venue will be on the right a few hundred yards from the intersection.  
 
If you are interested in starting a "Train Lover's Luncheon" in your area, call a couple of friends 
and agree to meet. The next month everybody invites another friend, etc. Should you need 
more information, call Bill Hunteman; whunteman@gmail.com or 828-400-9982 (cell). 
 
Winston Salem luncheons are currently being planned by Tony Potter and J.R. Snider. 
 
Charlotte luncheons are currently being planned by Hank Paulson and Dave Smith. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PGRS Membership: 
 
Please feel free to share this newsletter with friends who might be interested and if they wish to 
become members ask them to contact the PGRS Secretary/Treasurer for a membership form. 
 
Don Watson 
125 Mistletoe Trail 
Hendersonville, NC 28791 
 
docwatson@morrisbb.net 
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Business Related to Our Hobby: 
  
Any Member who has a business related to our hobby is welcome to submit an entry for 
inclusion in PGRS Trackin' each month.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Trivia answer: Panama Canal Railroad built in 1850 is 47.6 miles long from 

coast to coast and carries both freight and passengers. It is operated by Panama 
Canal Railway Company (reporting mark: PCRC), which is jointly owned by Kansas City 
Southern and Mi-Jack Products. 


