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Class Ps-4 4-6-2 Pacific steam locomotive (which operated only between Washington and Bristol) Industrial designer: Otto Kuhler. 

Charging in to the New Year!  

Greetings PGRS Club  Members . 

Happy February to you all. Our Board Members are busily planning the next Trainfest 

meetup and sale. planned for a Saturday in late March [Date: TBD] at the Grace 



Lutheran Church fellowship room. We will send all club members an email as soon as 

the date is confirmed. 

The Board members of the PGRS are busy discussing new exciting ideas to discuss 

this next get-together and already have several good topics to discuss.  

As always though, we want to hear from YOU about topics YOU would like to discuss 

the next time we meet up. 

SO, if you have ANY topics you think we have overlooked in the past or facets of our 

hobby you would like to discuss at the TRAINFEST please respond to this email or to 

our club President Bill Hunteman: whunteman@gmail.com 

Ask us any question at all. Whether itôs about sound systems for your trains, how to 

paint and weather your models for life-like realism, where to buy products for our hobby, 

should you convert your trains to battery power, how should I go about setting up a 

basic layout in my backyard, what plants should I use in my garden train layout, what 

beer pair best with Garden Train operations [Lagers, IPAs, Stouts or Porters]éNo 

question that has crossed your mind is too trivial for our club to discuss. 

ALSO, the Brag nô Drag, showing off our models last Trainfest was a big hit so please, 

bring any model you would like to share with us this spring. 

We plan to have the club display track set up there which will give us all a chance to 

demonstrate our models. 

  

oo-OOO-oo 

mailto:whunteman@gmail.com


Easley CRMHA & WNC Train Shows and ECLSTS: 

Easley SC: February 7th from 1:00 PM to 7:00 PM, and Saturday, February 8th from 10:00 AM 

to 4:00 PM. Impact Center at the Rock Springs Church, 207 Rock Springs Road, Easley, SC 

29642 

WNC Train Show: Friday, February 28, Noon to 7 PM, and Saturday, February 29, 9 AM to 5 

PM. WNC Ag Center. 

East Coast Large Scale Train Show: Friday, March 13th from 9am to 5pm and Saturday, 

March 14th from 9am to 4pm. Timonium Fairgrounds (2200 York Road, Timonium, MD 21093. 

oo-OOO-oo 

How do you move a 140-ton locomotive? If youôre the Smithsonian, very carefully. 

Washington Post article By John Kelly 

Old No. 1401, a steam locomotive from Southern Railway, is moved into place at the National Museum of History and 

Technology in November 1961. Getting it there was a challenge. (Smithsonian Institution Archives) 
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Old No. 1401, as the locomotive is known, did not roll across tracks laid on the Mall. That might have been easier. 

Nor was the museum built around the engine, as Answer Man once believed. (He may have confused it with the 

denouement of ñMike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel.ò) 

In fact, it was only the eastern windows of the museum building that were left unfinished to allow the massive engine 

to be installed. Placing a locomotive on the ground floor of a museum is more challenging than arranging, say, 

Dorothyôs ruby slippers on a shelf. 

The 1926 locomotive was moved on a trailer from the Navy Yard. The crew had to be careful not to crush any of the 

cityôs infrastructure with the 140-ton locomotive. (Smithsonian Institution Archives) 

The locomotive ð known as a Heavy Pacific type, with three driving wheels on each side ð was built in 1926 in 

Richmond, by the American Locomotive Co. It spent most of its career on Southern Railwayôs high-speed run 

between Washington and Atlanta. The train was retired in 1954 after the railway converted to diesels. 

Smithsonian curator John H. White had long desired a representative of this mighty class of locomotive. The engine 

was donated by Southern and delivered to a truck-painting firm in Alexandria, Va., called Shelton Inc. There it was 

steam-cleaned and painted in Southernôs green-and-gold livery. The locomotive was towed ð on rails ð to the Naval 

Weapons Plant on M Street SE. 

https://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/search/object/nmah_214493


ñBut on rails she had nothing more formidable to face than weather, mechanical failure and cows on the tracks,ò The 

Post wrote in a lead-up to the locomotiveôs installation. ñNow she faces the District Highway Department and its 

problems.ò 

The steam engine was wrestled into the museum through on opening on the buildingôs east end, then rotated on a 

temporary turntable before being lowered into place. (Smithsonian Institution Archives) 

No. 1401 sat for longer than anyone expected. 

ñWeôve been trying for two months to get a permit to haul her over District streets,ò said Aubrey M. Graves of the 

Merchants Transfer Co., the company overseeing the delivery. ñSomething keeps getting in the way.ò 

Basically, it was physics that was in the way. The locomotive weighs 140 tons and is 92 feet long. District officials 

were afraid of what it might do to the streets it traveled on. It only had to travel a little more than a mile, but besides 

the asphalt and concrete of the roadbed itself there were underground water pipes, electrical cables, gas lines, steam 

ducts, tunnels, conduits and grates that could be crushed under the combined 178-ton weight of the engine and its 

trailer. 

Every time a route from the plant to the museum was proposed, a utility or agency objected, fearful of the behemothôs 

potential damage. 

To better distribute the weight, the trailer rig was redesigned ð from seven axles to nine ð and a route was finally 

chosen: north on Sixth Street SW to Independence Avenue, left on Independence to Seventh Street SW, right on 


