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Spring has sprung and Train Fest is near. If you re-

member, two Train Fest challenges were issued to 

our members. One, bring something to share in 

our Drag-N-Brag session and two, consider serving 

as a PGRS Club Officer or Board Member. As al-

ways, a  special thank you to this month’s contrib-

utors.  

 

Announcing the 2024 PGRS Spring Train Fest 
This announcement is to inform our membership of 

another Spring Train Fest.  Last year’s was very success-

ful and we need to continue our new tradition. The 

Board of Directors has set Saturday, April 13, 2024 as 

the date to hold it this year.  The event will be held at 

the same location as last year, the Lutheridge Camp 

and Conference Center.  The address is: 2511 Hender-

sonville Rd. Arden, NC 28704.    

Trainfest hours will be from 10:00 AM until 3:00 PM. 

These are great facilities with plenty of space for tables 

and seating. 
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As it was last year, the Train Fest will be a day where members can get together 

and exchange ideas and learn something about garden railroading. Members are 

encouraged to bring train related items for show-and-tell, or for sale or swap,  as 

ample tables will be provided.  

 

In addition to the swap and sale activities, the following clinics are planned: 

 Running a 1:1 scale railroad along with the history of the equipment he 

 has acquired will be presented by Rocky Hollfield, owner of the Craggy 

 Mountain Line, which is located in Woodfin, NC; 

  How to properly maintain a large scale railroad; 

 3D printing and its potential for large scale modeling. An actual 3D printer 

 will be there to illustrate how it works and what are the possibilities. 

  

Doughnuts and coffee will be provided in the morning and a light lunch will be 

available for the attendees so they do not have to leave the facility. 

As in the past, your annual dues ($20) will be collected prior to or at the 

meeting.  Please mail any dues in advance to: 

Don Watson 

125 Mistletoe Trail 

Hendersonville, NC 28791 

 

NOTE: Pease let Don Watson (docwatson@morrisbb.net) know NO LATER THEN 

SUNDAY, APRIL 7 if you plan to attend so he can plan for the food and refresh-

ments. 

 

Please set aside this date.  I’m sure it will be a fun day. 

 

There are several trains shows coming up. Mark your calendars for these: 
April 12: Bulls Gap TN train show 
June 20 - 22: NMRA SER Convention - Decatur, AL 
 
As always, consider sharing this newsletter with friends who might be interested 
in our club and if they wish to become members ask them to contact our PGRS 
Secretary/Treasurer for a membership form or download a form from our web-
site. 

Join Us – Piedmont Garden Railway Society 

https://piedmontgardenrailway.org/join-us/


In 1917, the U.S. Army Signal Corps, Aviation Sector took control of the timber 

industry in the Northwest and created the Spruce Division and associated 

Squadrons. What did these Squadrons do? The answer is found later in this 

newsletter.

There are some times when I read about history, that I am astounded by how 

important trains once were. Rail was the way that products and people were 

transported. And during World War II, trains were an integral part of the war 

effort. The New York Central operated personnel trains, mail trains, equipment 

freight, and even hospital trains. An average of two million troops per month 

were transported over the NY Central system during World War 2. I always love 

looking at old advertisements. I have a collection of Southern Railway ads, but I 

can across these from the NYC. Each advertisement depicts a different scene or 

use for the wartime trains: from riding the 20th Century Limited, to troop 

trains, to the fully equipped surgery suite on an army hospital train.  

 

It is interesting to note that part of the reason why we have the Interstate Sys-

tem today can be attributed to the war. President Eisenhower pushed for the 

Interstate System, especially after experiencing the German autobahn while he 

served in World War II. He had also been associated with the Transcontinental 

The Club’s mission is to promote and to further the enjoy-
ment of large scale model railroading among its members, 
their families and their guests as well as the public at large. 



Motor Convoy which drove from Washington DC to San Francisco, and took sixty-
two days. That sort of puts it in perspective, how roads in between cities were 
back then. Today, if you drove non-stop and managed to avoid traffic, you could 
drive that in two days. Sixty-two days, no wonder why people took the train!  
 

 
 



 



 
 



 



Fran sent in some photos of his new layout last month. It was an elevated line 
and there many possibilities for these. For example, I came across these new 
products at the local big box home improvement store. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These tan concrete blocks are used with 2x6 lumber to build a raised bed planter, 
but could  used in stacks as supports for trackwork. Each block has a hole in the 
center for a rebar anchor. Each block is about $3.50. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



There are other variations on these raised bed designs which can easily be 
adapted as a garden railroad base. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Family Garden Trains has an excellent article on building a raised railroad system 
which can be viewed at this link: 
 

Building a Raised Platform Garden Railroad (familygardentrains.com)  
 
  

https://familygardentrains.com/primer/raised_platform/raised_platform_grr.htm


   This is the hospital layout elevated line. 

 
Here we see a disadvantage of elevated layouts, when maintenance is needed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



For those who are really ambitious, this outdoor shed made to look like a depot 
may inspire your inter woodworker! 

 

Taken at the Cowboy Museum in Oklahoma City. 
 



When the United States entered World War I, German aviation dominated the 

skies. The Allies were desperately in need of a steady supply of airplanes, and 

the Pacific Northwest had just the thing to help: Sitka spruce. 

 

In 1917, the Northwest was the national center of the lumber industry, and its 

forests were rich with aviation-grade spruce. But that year, tensions over unsafe 

working conditions and work hours led the radical labor group Industrial Workers 

of the World to organize strikes that stopped logging operations. To make sure 

that Allied airplane factories would have a steady stream of lumber, the U.S. Ar-

my Signal Corps Aviation Sector took control of the logging industry in the North-

west and created the Spruce Production Division to manage it. 

 

U.S. Army soldiers and civilians ran the Spruce Production Division as part of a 

massive, nationalized home front effort to win the war. The Spruce Production 

Division was headquartered at Vancouver Barracks, in Vancouver, Washington, 

and by Armistice Day, had nearly 30,000 soldiers assigned to the division.   

The British and French militaries realized that it was not enough to try to com-

pete with German technology - they needed to be able to manufacture enough 

airplanes and train enough pilots to overwhelm the Germans. The Allies ordered 

100 million board feet of lumber from the United States, and by the end of the 

war, the Spruce Production Division had produced nearly 185 million board feet. 

 

The spruce logged and cut by the soldiers of the Spruce Production Division al-

lowed the allies to build more airplanes and to respond to whatever new avia-

tion technology the Germans might develop. From 1917 to 1918, lumber from 

the Northwest was used to build 16,952 U.S. Army training planes, 4,881 French 

planes, 258 British planes, and 59 Italian planes.  

To counteract the damaging effects of the 1917 International Workers of the 

World strikes, a new union was established and run by the Army to serve SPD 

soldiers. This union was called the Loyal Legion of Loggers and Lumbermen, or 

the 4L. The 4L secured an eight hour work day, ensured that soldiers would be 

paid the same as civilian loggers (a higher rate than the average soldier), and re-

quired logging camps to follow military sanitary regulations.  



The officers and soldiers were assigned to various work duties. Each crew was 

designated as a squadron (this was the Air Service) and eventually there were 

149 of them, ranging in size from 35 men to over 300. Most of these squadrons 

were assigned to lumber camps and sawmills. The army men worked side by side 

with civilians in the forests and mills, and all were paid the same.  

Other squadrons were assigned to construction duty, building, and maintaining 

infrastructure including saw mills, housing camps, roads, and railroads. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More information can be found here: 

  army-spruce-production.pdf (npshistory.com)  

http://npshistory.com/publications/fova/army-spruce-production.pdf


 

 

 
 

Garden Railroad Design, New and Used Track 

You can now reach Jim at: hendleyjim4@gmail.com 
Or….(828) 333-2523 

 
A reminder to all our members of the Train Lovers Luncheons: 

 
The Asheville Train Lovers Luncheons are on every 2nd Thursday of the month at 
the Post 25 restaurant in Arden, NC at 11:30. 
  
The Greater Greenville Train Lovers Luncheons are on the first Tuesday of every 
month at the A&P Restaurant in Greer starting at 11:30 AM. 
 
The Columbus Luncheons at Rural Seed are held at 12:00 on the Third Thursday 
of each month. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The usual suspects enjoying a nice lunch! 
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April Fools Day did not pass unnoticed in the railroading world, as some organi-
zations reported “news” in the spirit of the day.  

West Virginia’s Cass Scenic Railroad posted on its Facebook page that it would 
dieselize most operations. 

“The Shays will take a back seat this season as we look at introducing diesel-only 
trips to Whittaker and Bald Knob. The message is clear and the customers have 
spoken. By using more modern diesel locomotives, we will be able to cut down 
our travel times to Bald Knob, gaining access to the beautiful picturesque over-
look in only 30 minutes. By doing this, we will be able to offer five round trips to 
Bald Knob daily, as opposed to one round-trip excursion. “ 

“We appreciate your support as we welcome in this exciting new era for the Cass 

Scenic Railroad! Happy April Fools’ Day, as well.”

This is not a April Fool’s Day prank, but an advertising sign. 

 

 

 

See you at Train-Fest, the May PGRS Newsletter will be here soon. 

 


