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Greetings 
 

This month is lighter on content, which is going to happen from time to time. If 
anyone is interested in being a contributor, please contact me. We could all use 
modeling, gardening, or layout construction tips. So, this month we have an article 
from Dave Smith, who was gracious enough to share a project that didn’t go as he 
intended. Please send any idea, project, photo, something you found surfing on the 
Internet, etc., no matter how great or small they may be to your newsletter editor. 
Send your materials to:  railman1959@aol.com Thanks. 

 
oo-OO 

 
Secretary/Treasurer Message 

 

As always, consider sharing this newsletter with friends who might be interested 
and if they wish to become members ask them to contact our PGRS 
Secretary/Treasurer for a membership form. Dues can be mailed to PGRS 
Secretary/Treasurer at: 

Don Watson 
125 Mistletoe Trail 

Hendersonville, NC 28791 
docwatson@morrisbb.net 
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Railfanning  
 

From the UNC-A archives of E. M. Ball photos taken around 1920. 
 
 

  
An Asheville trolley on Haywood Street  Open Asheville Trolleys along Charlotte St. 
In front of the current Civic Center    A Bachmann Prototype? 
 
Another great source is: “Trolleys in the Land of the Sky – Street Railways of Asheville, N. C. and 
Vicinity.” Written by David C. Bailey, Joseph M. Canfield, and Harold E. Cox
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The Backshop – Modeling Tips and Projects 
 

Sometimes things don’t go as planned 
 

By: Dave Smith; Fort Mill, SC 
 

Sometimes things don’t go as planned and recently I had that happen with a garden 

building. This is probably one of the smallest and simplest garden railroad buildings 

I have ever done, and it looks like a four-year-old built it! Never have I done such a 

poor job before. It is such a SIMPLE kit! Four walls and a roof and all holes for 

windows and door are precut. 

The first problem was I thought I’d be so smart and weatherproof the MSF using 

fiberglass resin. Well, that was a mess and built up so much layer and drips that 

nothing fit w/o sanding and actual carving.  I tried to glue the PCV siding using 



Gorilla Glue. It just didn’t stick to the resin but sure enough stuck to the siding thus 

building up a layer of unremovable glue. 

Then I went with an expensive automotive glue used for mounting insignias and 

stripping on cars and it warped and melted the PCV! 

What should have been a simple and nice build turned into a mess because of me 

thinking I knew what I was doing and my experimentation. I’ll put this building 

outside on the railroad and, as it deteriorates, I’ll chalk it up to an abandoned 

house/shed/station. 

I guess my point is, no matter how many years “experience” we have, projects can 

still go to crap! 
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Railroad Trivia 
 

As we read last month, many railroads in addition to their logos used a slogan or 
motto to promote and make people remember their line. However, many were 
known by an unofficial nickname that was unkind in most cases. See if you know 
theses. Answers are later in this newsletter. 
 

1. Can't and Never Will 
2. Narrow and Wobbly 
3. Wood Chip Line 
4. Desperate and Hungry 
5. Dirty Ragged and Greasy 
6. Backward and Obsolete 
7. Chemical Spill eXperts 
8. Shake, Rattle, and Roll 
9. Usually Parked 
10. Nothing Personal 

 

More Trivia: 
 
From the E.M. Ball collection archived at UNCA, I came across this track plan for the 
Asheville Model Railroad Club. It was housed in the Asheville Manor Hotel on 
Charlotte Street. Most of Mr. Ball’s photos are from the 1920’s, but this was 
probably from around 1951. The building still stands as apartments, but the club 
layout is lost to history. I welcome any info that can add to this story. 
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MEMBER PHOTOS 
 

 
 

 
 

A Southern Railway 44 Tonner project on the bench 
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Railroad Trivia Answers 
1. Carolina and Northwestern 
2. Norfolk and Western 
3. Wisconsin Central 
4. Delaware and Hudson 
5. Denver and Rio Grande Western  
6. Baltimore and Ohio 
7. CSX  
8. Southern Railway 
9. Western Pacific 
10. Northern Pacific 
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Businesses associated with our Club 

 
Garden Railroad Design, New and Used Track 

You can now reach Jim at: hendleyjim4@gmail.com 

Or….(828) 333-2523 

 

 
https://www.facebook.com/The-Right-Track-Toy-Train-Museum-141291999274246/ 
 
I am planning to close the Right Track Toy Train Museum at the end of 2023. Hours for both years 
are Fri., Sat., Sun 1- 5 PM. 
 
2022 - everything that is for sale in the museum - 20% off.  
 
2023 - everything that is for sale in the - 50% off. 
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A reminder to all our members of the Train Lovers Luncheons: 
 
The Asheville Train Lovers Luncheons are on every 2nd Thursday of the month at 
the Post 25 restaurant in Arden, NC at 11:30.   
 
The Greater Greenville Train Lovers Luncheons. They are on the first Tuesday of 
every month at the A&P Restaurant in Greer starting at 11:30 AM. 
 
The Columbus Luncheons at Rural Seed are held at 12:00 on the Third Thursday of 
each month. 
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Web Bits 
 

Here are a few YouTube channels which may be of interest to our members: 
 
Train Bros. Railway   G Scale Railroad Construction Tips 
 
Jonathan TheeFishguy  Garden Railroading Join The Fun 
 
Toy Man Television  Landrel Brown 
 
ron045    Perry Ratliff 
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