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Newsletter of the Piedmont Garden Railway Society

 June 2020
[bookmark: _Hlk534908174]Editor: Scott Williams
This is a great month! Not just because it’s my birthday [laugh], but because the weather is perfect and it hasn’t reached the hot, humid days of summer yet so just perfect for putting some trains on the track and sharing them with family or a friend or two. Garden trains are a great hobby to get outdoors and enjoy some ‘social distancing’ fun with a few friends and maybe a malt beverage or two. If you like that sort of thing. And I do.
oo-OOO-oo
We have to start with a sad announcement to make to our PGRS family. Our club member and good buddy Jim Redmond’s wife passed away after her battle with cancer in May. The club wishes to extend our sympathies and prayers to Jim and his family regarding this very sad news. 
[image: See the source image]
oo-OOO-oo

Brother Jon Bole’s latest garden layout is ready for its camera close-up and magazine debut.
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
A man and his garden trains…it’s a beautiful thing.
Jon’s trains and apparently some mention of the PGRS will be featured in the July issue of FOOTHILLS magazine. These are some of the many photos the magazine took for the upcoming issue.
[bookmark: _Hlk41418375]oo-OOO-oo
Our good buddy ‘Doc’ Watson continues making steady progress building his latest scratch built Mogul locomotive model which in his usual meticulous fashion makes me just want to take a hammer to my best modelling efforts. [Sigh]. Some guys just insist on setting ‘the bar’ so dang high for the rest of us! Looking good Doc but you’ve got one too many rivets on that boiler.  [image: Grinning Squinting Face on Google Android 10.0 March 2020 Feature Drop][image: ][image: ]
Very Impressive trim molding and details!!
oo-OOO-oo


Super Sculpey
[image: SUPER SCULPEY Polymer Clay Beige Flesh Sculpting 1 lb Crafts Dolls Faces]
I bought some Super Sculpey polymer clay to experiment with making my own railroad figures. Model Railroad figures are ridiculously expensive and you have a limited selection so I wanted to try and create my own. There are quite a few varieties of this clay and I don’t yet understand the subtle differences in the product line so I thought I would start with the original version and see how it works.
It is a modeling clay you can sculpt then place in your 275° oven for about 15-30 minutes and it makes a hardened sculpture piece that you can then paint with model paint. After it’s hardened you can layer more detail on the original piece and re-bake it or carve or Dremel in other features. A 1 lb. block is about 11 bucks and this figure [photo below] hardly dented the original brick of clay. It should also be handy for modeling other items besides people. We’ll see!! 
My brother Larry, as you may know, likes to model 7/8 scale and to my knowledge there aren’t any figures much available in that size. I thought I would try sculpting one or two for him in the larger scale before attempting smaller 1:20 figures for myself. A six foot tall dude in 1:13 scale is 5.5” tall. I found lots of human model dimensions on-line to work from. This guy is a little under 6 scale feet tall and Larry can pose him with his models or glue a scale appropriate oil can or shovel, etc. in his hands if he wants to.
I made an armature out of stripped copper romex wire which I had laying around the shop and also built up the body with a little aluminum foil to fill out the armature shape as it is advised not to get more than ½” thick at a time and this is what my first attempt yielded this afternoon:
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I’ll keep you posted with my experimental results…
oo-OOO-oo 
In my isolation ‘time-out’ since mid-March I have been able to knock off ALL of my modelling goals for 2020 in about a month!!!! [Even as a kid I never minded too much being sent to my room]. This year I had ‘hoped to’: 
· Convert my Southern RS3 to battery power, RailBoss control, and add a MyLoco sound system.
· Add MyLoco sound to my Western Maryland Alco FA diesels.
· Add MyLoco sound to my Southern FA3 A/B diesel units.
Yup! Got all those projects finished last month. So, what do I do now? Hmmm, I thought those projects would take me all year to get around to and now it’s only June. [happy sigh]. I know!!! I’ll build a water tower out of a Candied Yam can and a bunch of coffee stirrers and some cedar lumber…because…I think I can. Why the Heck not?
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It’s a work in progress. I found lots of plans and blueprints on line to help me with the design. I need to figure out how to make the tank straps and add a spout and a roof and other details and weather it all. But…that’s the fun of this hobby!! Dream something…and then go build it. 
oo-OOO-oo
Just got some more Sad News I’m Afraid:
[image: ]
The Great Recession cost us Aristocraft, LGB had already floundered by then, USA Trains reduced its offerings, Bachmann is producing almost nothing new in Large Scale, and now it appears Covid 19 drives yet another nail in to the coffin of our great hobby. Maybe someday Large Scale may rise from the ashes but for now it’s looking pretty grim. [heavy sigh].
oo-OOO-oo
For those of you who may have run or enjoyed viewing the trains at Biltmore Estate that were supplied by Applied Imagination Ltd. and may be missing those, please check out the images on their website for other great installations and possibly some ideas about how to build or landscape your garden layout. Every time I look at their gallery of Images I get some new ideas.
http://appliedimagination.co/
oo-OOO-oo
A little Humor to end the newsletter on. Thanks Randy.
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Runaway trains!...get it? Thanks Randy Theis for this classic FarSide cartoon.
[bookmark: _Hlk33645398]oo-OOO-oo 

MEMBER PHOTOS?
JR Snider sends a photo from his layout and he notes that this group is not practicing social distancing. Don’t be like these guys! Even though they’re hanging around outdoors, please pay attention to suggestions about wearing masks and staying at least 6’ feet apart. We want all of our club members to avoid getting sick. Thanks for the photo J.R.
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                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Send any idea, project, photo, something you found surfing on the Internet, etc., no matter how great or small you may think them to be to your newsletter editor. We all love trains so…if it’s about trains, and you’ve got it on your computer, chances are you won’t be the only person who might enjoy viewing it.

Send your photos and articles to:      srwavl@outlook.com


oo-OOO-oo

Trivia Question: What has been considered the ugliest diesel locomotive? You may have a few ideas but I bet many of you never heard of this one.

oo-OOO-oo
Membership:

Please consider sharing this newsletter with friends who might be interested and if they wish to become members ask them to contact our PGRS Secretary/Treasurer for a membership form.

Don Watson
125 Mistletoe Trail
Hendersonville, NC 28791

docwatson@morrisbb.net

oo-OOO-oo

Train Lovers Luncheons and Apple Valley Model Railroad Club are temporarily postponed until travel restrictions have been lifted.

oo-OOO-oo
Trivia Answer: Many diesel lokie fans have considered the CF7 the homeliest, Frankenstein looking thingy ever built. But wait! Before you rush to jump on the CF7 ‘Haters’ Bandwagon, take a moment to learn a little about this ugly duckling. It has a surprising heritage and also a strong legacy.
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The CF7 started life as a beautiful Swan and ended up looking like an Ugly Duckling. 
Most people, steam or diesel fans, have to admit that the streamlined EMD F units were pretty amazing and good-looking diesel locomotives that changed history and brought railroading in to the diesel era.
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The Santa Fe F7. You gotta’ admit. That’s a pretty beast.

Well, by 1970 they had a lot of them, and they were reaching their retirement date. What Santa Fe needed at that time though was about 200 4 axle Road Switchers, So, what to do? Buy all new engines or repurpose what they already had.

The CF7 is an EMD F-unit railroad locomotive that has had its streamlined carbody removed and replaced with a custom-made, "general purpose" body in order to adapt the unit for switching duty. All of the conversions were performed by the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway in their Cleburne, Texas workshops between February, 1970 and 1978. This was Santa Fe's most notable remanufacturing project creating a total of 132 CF7s. The program was initiated in response to a system-wide need for more than 200 additional four-axle diesel road switchers to meet projected motive power demands on branch lines and secondary main lines. 

Their shops made 132 of them.

The CF7s worked within all segments of the Santa Fe system. While most saw action switching cars and transporting local freight, others could be found in multiple unit consists hauling mainline drags. The units distinguished themselves working on potash trains between Clovis and Carlsbad, New Mexico; Nos. 2612–2625, all equipped with remote control equipment (RCE), were typically "mated" to road slugs (converted cabless F-units). CF7s also powered grain trains across the Plains Division. 

The Santa Fe had planned in the mid-1980s to renumber its CF7 fleet from 2649–2417 to 1131–1000 and repaint the units in the new "Kodachrome" paint scheme, all in preparation for the upcoming Southern Pacific Santa Fe Railroad (SPSF) merger. However, the Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) subsequently denied the merger application, and no CF7s were decorated in the new livery.

Changing philosophies regarding motive power expenditures led the Santa Fe to begin trimming its CF7 roster in 1984. The majority of the locomotives were sold for as little as $20,000 to short-line and regional railroads such as the Rail Link, Inc., the York Railway, and the Maryland and Delaware Railroad (6 were involved in wrecks and 3 others sent directly to the scrap yards), though Amtrak and GE Transportation Systems were among the major initial purchasers. By 1987, the company had divested itself of all of its CF7s. These locomotives have well withstood the test of time, and have long outlived their projected service lives, two times, both as original F-units and as rebuilds. 

As of 2017, all CF7s still in service are over 60 years old. 60 years of continuous service!! Pretty amazing for a locomotive that was initially designed in the 1930s.


oo-OOO-oo


Businesses associated with our club:


[image: ] [image: ]**
** Jim Hendley has moved. To reach him use the following number:
828-333-2523 and if the email above does not work try hendleyjim4@gmail.com
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AMERICAN MADE LARGE SCALE INDOOR-OUTDOOR TRAINS & ROLLING STOCK

(219) 3628411
Fax (219) 3248078
www.hlw.com

2022 W, 450N,
£.0. Box 1743
LaPorte, IN 46352 USA

May 28", 2020
UPDATE to Dealers and Customers of Hartland Locomotive Works:
©  H-L-Wis closed for production indefinitely

©  Shipping inventory while supplies last
* Warranty, parts and service to remain open

Dear Valued Customer,

It with heartfelt sadness that | must inform you that Hartland Locomotive Works is closed for
production indefinitely.

Due to hardships we have been experiencing related to COVID-19 and to mitigate the challenges our
overall business i facing we have been forced to close production of our train department, We may
reopen production down the road. But at this time, we cannot, in good faith, make any guarantees.

Therefore, for allintents and purposes, you should consider our production closed.

We will remain open to ship any current inventory, while supplies last.
In addition, Phil, in warranty, parts and service, will continue to remain open.
His phone number and hours of operation are as follows:

Phil Jensen (402) 571-2933 - Tues. & Thurs 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. CST

On behalf of myself, the Coates Family, and the rest of the gang here at Hartland, we would like to
thank you with the utmost sincerity for your valued business and loyalty over the last 25 years!
For myself personally, it has been so much fun playing trains and getting to know you all over the
years! | have made friends and memories that | will cherish forever.

It has been a sincere honar to get to know you all. Hopefully our tracks will cross once again down
the road.

In the meantime, our phone line is open but experiencing limited hours, please call if you need to
place an order at 219-362-8411 or you can e-mail us at info@h-I-w.com

Sincerely,

B ot

Becky Coates & Hartland Family-Manager-Hartland Locomotive Works

DESIGNED + MANUFACTURED + ASSEMBLED « LAPORTE, IN USA,
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Runaway trains
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Garden Railroad Design
Old Trains Wanted

Jim's Train Sales
0O & G Gauge New & Used Trains

Jim Hendley

Etowah, North Carolina 28729
Lionel, MTH, USA Trains, PIKO, LGB
Bridgwerks Power Supplies, Bachmann

Split-Jaw Raif Clamps, O & G Gauge Track

Email:  jhh1218@att.net
Phone; (828) 891-7570
Fax:  (828) 890-3346
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