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The Newsletter of the  
Piedmont Garden Railway Society 

 
September 2022 

Editor: Wayne Hamilton 

 

Greetings 
 

I plan to email various folks for a survey about your layout progress during 
September. Also, I will be out of town all of October on the road, so there may not 
be a newsletter unless I get submittals from the membership. Please send any idea, 
project, photo, something you found surfing on the Internet, etc., no matter how 
great or small they may be, to your newsletter editor. If anyone is interested in 
being a regular contributor, please contact me. Send your materials to:  
railman1959@aol.com  Thanks to this month’s contributors. 

 
oo-OO 

 
Club Messages 

 

Good news from Fran Monahan. The club portable layout has sold. The new owner 
is supposed to pick it up on September 2nd. 
 
As a reminder the Autumn Rails train show will be held Friday Sept. 30 from 12pm 

to 6pm and Saturday Oct. 1 from 10am to 4pm at the WNC Agricultural Center, 

Expo Building. The flyer was included as part of last month’s newsletter. 

As always, consider sharing this newsletter with friends who might be interested 
and if they wish to become members ask them to contact our PGRS 
Secretary/Treasurer for a membership form. Dues can be mailed to PGRS 
Secretary/Treasurer at: 
 

mailto:railman1959@aol.com
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Doc Watson 
125 Mistletoe Trail 

Hendersonville, NC 28791 
docwatson@morrisbb.net 

 
oo-OOO 

 
Railfanning - Prototypes to inspire a garden railway layout. 

 

We have two examples this month. The Virginia Scenic Railroad, submitted by J.R. 
Snider, and the Cumbres and Toltec Railroad, which I road last summer with my 
wife. 
 
The Virginia Scenic Railroad, Virginia’s only tourist railroad, began excursion service 
on August 4th in Staunton, VA. Currently there is one completely refurbished dining 
car with plans for a passenger car and possible a dome car by years end. They are 
offering two trips Thursday - Sunday through October. They will then take 
November off and have a series of Christmas events in December. Each trip is three 
hours long using active CSX track and includes a meal. Plans call for regional beer 
and wine service to be added.  
 
The morning trip goes south through lots of rolling countryside. The afternoon trip, 
which we took on preview weekend, goes north and is much more mountainous 
and included a couple of tunnels. We saw both the east and westbound Amtrak 
Cardinal and a long CSX coal drag too.  
 
The railroad is owned by the Buckingham Branch Railroad which has over two 
hundred miles of track in the Shenandoah Valley, so they have some big plans to 
expand the Virginia Scenic in the next couple of years including plans for their own 
station, static displays in the Buckingham Branch yard in Staunton and more and 
longer trips.  
 
Their website is www.Virginiascenicrailroad.com 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:docwatson@morrisbb.net
http://www.virginiascenicrailroad.com/
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The Virginia Scenic Railroad 
 

 
Boarding 

 

 
Ready to depart 
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Dining Car Interior 

 

 
Bar Service Area 
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The Eastbound Cardinal         The Westbound Cardinal 
 

 
 

Exiting Blue Ridge Tunnel  
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The Cumbres and Toltec Railroad 
 

 
 
 

The Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad is a National Historic Landmark that moves. 
At 64-miles in length, it is the longest, the highest, and most authentic steam 
railroad in North America, traveling through some of the most spectacular scenery 
in the Rocky Mountain West. The railroad is named for two geographical features 
along the route: the 10,015-foot high Cumbres Pass and the Toltec Gorge. 
  
The Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad was originally constructed in 1880 as part of 
the Rio Grande’s narrow gauge San Juan Extension, which served the silver mining 
district of the San Juan mountains in southwestern Colorado. The inability to 
interchange cars with other railroads led the Rio Grande to begin converting its 
tracks to standard gauge in 1890. One of the things that makes the Cumbres & 
Toltec Scenic Railroad unique is that many of its original buildings remain along the 
route. Owned by the states of Colorado and New Mexico, the train crosses state 
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lines 11 times, zigzagging along canyon walls, burrowing through two tunnels, and 
over the 137-foot Cascade Trestle. 
 

 
 
We were on the Chama, NM end in 2018. This time we boarded the train in 
Antonito, Colorado and traveled to Osier and back. We left at 10:00 am, had a hot 
cafeteria style lunch at the Osier Station. The lunch was excellent with delicious 
freshly made desserts. They turn the train there on a wye during lunch and we 
returned to Antonito by about 5 pm.  
 
This is considered a half day trip, but you can travel by train the full line, 64 miles, 
between Chama, NM and Antonito, Colorado; includes an hour bus ride. You can 
ride the bus first then ride the train back to your vehicle OR ride the train first then 
ride the bus back to your vehicle. 
 
One of the most spectacular parts of the trip starts as the train inches its way along 
the rim of Toltec Gorge where the view is straight down to the rushing Rio de los 
Pinos. The train roughly follows this river along much of its route. We traveled 
through Mud Tunnel, which is supported by wood beams, around Phantom Curve, 
named for a spire of rock that casts a ghostly shadow, then through Rock Tunnel.  
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Our passenger car for the trip. Aptly named for our departure point. 
 

     
 

The 50,000-gallon water tank at Osier. The yellow building in the background is the 
dining hall for the passengers. The second photo shows the tank with depot at the 
right. The section house is on the far left. 
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The first photo is the section house at Osier built in 1881, It provided living quarters 
for the railroaders living here. Built in 1880, the Osier depot was small, as this stop 
managed very little passenger or freight traffic. The station agent and his family 
also lived in the section house. 
 

    
 

Since this is steam engine powered train, this firefighting equipped speeder follows 
the train throughout the trip. Just in case… and a neat idea for a model. 

o-OOOO-o 
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The Backshop – Modeling Tips and Projects 
 

While cruising Amazon, looking for something that would work as loco headlight 
lenses and caboose porthole windows, I found a product that works and is cheaper 
than transparent plastic. Round glass cover slips for microscope slides. They come 
in packages of 100 from 3mm to 35mm diameters sold by BIPEE Round CoverSlips. 
The disadvantages are they’re real glass and you probably won’t need a 100 pack. 
Oh well. 
 
Aristo-Craft produced a covered bridge several years ago which you can still find at 
train shows and on eBay. I am using two of these bridge kits to produce a longer 
more prototypical looking bridge. 
 

 
 
I added styrene u-channels to each side which gives the structure a more realistic 
timber frame look. I’ll share more photos when I get a little further along on this 
project. 

 
 

oo-OOOO-oo 
 
 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/BIPEE-CoverSlips-Microscope-0-13mm-Thickness/dp/B00XXOA01Y/ref=sr_1_8?crid=HF09GIPR0O2Q&keywords=12mm+coverslips&qid=1661721012&sprefix=12mm+cover+slips%2Caps%2C147&sr=8-8
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Railroad Trivia 

 
Railroads jobs have their real title and a nickname in most of cases.  Some of my 
favorite nicknames for various railroad jobs are below, see if you know their 
profession. Answers later in this newsletter. 
 
"Baby Lifter" "Bakehead" "Big C" "Big E" "Boomer” "The Brains"  "Brass Hat" "Bull" 
"Carman" "Conductor" "Dead Head" "Dinger" "Door Slammer" "Flagman" "Gandy 
Dancer" "Guinea" "Hoghead or Hogger" "Iron Bender" "Lighting Slinger" "Number 
Dummies" "Old Head" "Piglet" "Skipper" "Spotter" 
 

Dave Smith found this "What is it?" photo. 
 

 
The guess about where this may be located was perhaps the GE Locomotive Test 
track or small locomotive builder like Brookville. Who doesn’t enjoy trackwork? 
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o-OOOOO 
 

MEMBER PHOTOS & THOUGHTS 
 

 
 
Doc Watson’s award-winning train. Both coaches and the engine won first places 
in their respective categories at National Narrow-Gauge Conventions. Congrats! 

 
 

Rocky Cove Railroad Update 
 
The North Carolina Arboretum provides the public with the opportunity to enjoy a 
variety of unique experiences while they discover the wonders of nature. Families 
can learn about the coming of trains to Western North Carolina at the turn of the 
20th century at the Rocky Cove Railroad, which features up to four G-scale (garden 
scale) model trains running at a time.  
 
The model railroad runs Saturdays and Sundays, from 12 noon – 4 p.m. (April – 
October). Scott Williams shot these great photos during a recent operating session. 
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Scott Williams also submitted these pictures from Jon Bole's open house of his 
White Oak & Columbus Railroad. These were taken after the Train lover's Luncheon 
held on August 18, 2022. 
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Very nice track work on a sloping site. 
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Your editor’s small gazebo layout is ready for a test run. It still needs to be outfitted 
with my structures, our firepit, and lounge chairs. Oh yeah, I’ll need to carry out 
some trains too.  
 

 
 
 

oo-OOO-o 

 
Railroad Trivia Answers 

 
"Baby Lifter" - Brakeman. Maybe he helped carry babies on the train for their 
mothers? Not sure how that nickname got started. 
"Bakehead" Nickname for the Fireman, because his head was so close to the fire 
box while he was shoveling coal. 
"Big C" - The Conductor. 
"Big E" - The Engineer. 
"Boomer" - Itenerant railroad workers, always moving from one location to 
another. 
"The Brains" - The Conductor. 
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"Brass Hat" - A railway executive (usually a division manager or higher). 
"Bull" - Railroad detective. 
"Carman" - A person trained in the craft of inspecting and repairing railroad cars. 
"Conductor" - Traditionally, the railroad employee who walked up and down the 
aisles of the passenger cars taking tickets, etc. This term was sometimes teasingly 
used on Brakemen who had pencils sticking out of their pockets. 
"Dead Head" - A railroad employee traveling on a pass. 
"Dinger" - A Yard Master. 
"Door Slammer" - What freight trainmen called passenger trainmen. 
"Flagman" - The rear brakeman. To be a Flagman, the brakeman had to know how 
to read, so he could understand trian orders, which from time to time would be 
changed enroute. Most Flagmen were proud of the fact that they were Flagmen, 
which set them above their fellow brakemen that could not read. 
"Gandy Dancer" - Name give to a railroad track worker. The name came from the 
Gandy Manufacturing Company in the 1800's who made a lot of track tools. 
"Guinea" - A new worker or a worker who is not familiar with job requirements. 
"Hoghead or Hogger" - A railroad engineer (locomotives were nicknamed "Hogs"). 
"Iron Bender" - A switchman. 
"Lighting Slinger" - A railroad telegraph operator. 
"Number Dummies" - Clerks who worked as yard checkers. 
"Old Head" - Someone who does his job well. 
"Piglet" - A locomotive engineer trainee. 
"Skipper" - The conductor. 
"Spotter" - A company employee charged with spying on other employees, 
especially in the old days when a conductor would collect cash fairs from 
passengers and sometimes did not turn in all the receipts to the company at the 
end of the trip. 

oo-OOO-oo 
 

Businesses associated with our Club 

 
Garden Railroad Design, New and Used Track 

You can now reach Jim at: hendleyjim4@gmail.com 
Or….(828) 333-2523 

 

mailto:hendleyjim4@gmail.com
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https://www.facebook.com/The-Right-Track-Toy-Train-Museum-141291999274246/ 
 

I am planning to close the Right Track Toy Train Museum at the end of 2023. Hours for both 
years are Fri., Sat., Sun 1- 5 PM. 

 
2022 - everything that is for sale in the museum - 20% off. 

 
2023 - everything that is for sale in the - 50% off. 

 

A reminder to all our members of the Train Lovers Luncheons: 
 
The Asheville Train Lovers Luncheons are on every 2nd Thursday of the month at 
the Post 25 restaurant in Arden, NC at 11:30.   
 
The Greater Greenville Train Lovers Luncheons. They are on the first Tuesday of 
every month at the A&P Restaurant in Greer starting at 11:30 AM. 
 
The Columbus Luncheons at Rural Seed are held at 12:00 on the Third Thursday of 
each month. 
 

o-OOO-OOO-o 
 

Web Bits 
Here are some more YouTube channels which may be of interest to our members: 
 
TheHollyHobo  Colorado Railroad Museum Toy Man Television 

 
Sacramento Valley Garden Railway Society 

 

 
oo-OOOOO-OOOOO-oo 

https://www.facebook.com/The-Right-Track-Toy-Train-Museum-141291999274246/

